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THE ACTION IDEAS CATALOGUE          

IS DIVIDED INTO MULTIPLE THEMES, 

TO HELP YOU AND YOUR GROUP 

IDENTIFY AND NARROW DOWN WHAT 

YOU CAN DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
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W hat is an action idea? Letăs

start with an example

In the city of Amsterdam,bicycle capital of

the world (along with Copenhagen),cycles

rule the streets. Great effortswere made to

accommodate the bicycle - foremost the

creation of an elaborate network of high-

quality cycle lanes. They were so efficient

and safe that cycling became the easiest

modeof transport in the city. However, this

didnătjusthappenby chance.

There was a time, in the 1950s and 60s,

when cycling was under severethreat of

being expelled from Dutch cities by the

growing numberof cars.

After World War II, as the economygrew,

whole neighborhood's in the city of

Amsterdam were destroyedto make way

for roads and motor vehicles. The increase

in traffic brought along with it mounting

crashesand casualties. A staggering lossof

over 3000 deaths,including 400 children,

led to protestsand rallies.

One such rally was the ąRsnode

KindermoordĆ(ąstopthe child murderĆ),

which grew into a massivemovement..

Over the years, this included bicycle

rallies,crashsitevisits and specialcarfree

days. The entire protestwas soeffective

that Stop de Kindermoord was turned

into an official organizationdedicatedto

developing ideas for safe urban

planning by the Dutchgovernment. This

is the true potential of Action!

There are many opportunities to insert

days of action into the calendar. Just

think of the hundredsor even thousands

of people pouring into the streets on

World CarfreeDay (September22) and

commandingthe whole road spacefor a

day. Or a Critical Mass bike ride, or

other fun street-reclaiming events. Ideas

like this are exactly what this Toolkit

sheetis about.

Please note! While there are many

ideas to get you started, the best

approach is to choosea few hat speak

most to you and keep the rest on the

back burner to try out sometimein the

future! Go ahead, experiment and

combine multiple action ideas into one

or many grand events.
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EVENTS AND FESTIVALS
CELEBRATING CARFREE 

SPACES + STREET FESTIVALS

Thereare many eventsthroughout

the year that provide an ideal

occasionto hold street festivals or

public events where you can

promote carfree cities, carfree

public space,and more. Everyone

loves a street party, and usually

authoritiesare happy to cooperate.

An alternative to temporary

closureis to celebratein an existing

pedestrianenvironment and bring

attention to the many possibleuses

of existingcommunity space.

CARFREE SUNDAYS

(CICLOVÍA) + KIDS AND

FAMILY PROGRAMS:

Ciclovía is the awe-inspiring

celebration of carfree streets

occurringevery Sunday in Bogotá,

Colombia. It has since inspired

many global cities to follow their

lead,with variations in the theme.



WORLD CARFREE DAY +

MOBILITY WEEK, PARKing DAY

This is the prime celebrationof carfree

cities, happening once every year on

22nd September. Many citieshave joined

the European Mobility Week

framework and host a variety of

activities for a whole week in this

period. PARKing Day takesplaceduring

this time and is celebrated by

converting parking places into pop-up

parksfor a few hoursor a full day.
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Making a different public squarecarfree

for a day every Sunday and then

running programsfor kids and families is

also a great concept, coming from

Istanbul, Turkey. In Bangalore, India,

different neighborhoods organize Cycle

Sundays where people can enjoy

community space for cycling and other

activities.

CONFERENCES AND GATHERINGS:

Conferencesare great placesto exchange

and contemplate the latest trends, ideas

and to meet passionate like-minded

individuals. One day conferenceswithin

city/region is a good start. Another

popular event is youth exchangeswith

accommodationand travel costscovered.

There are numerousoptions for creating

exchangesand allowing practitioners to

interact, share experiences and build

alliances. Remote gatherings

(teleconference) is also a sustainable

alternative, keeping costs down and

avoiding travel emissions.

FUN EVENTS,ART, THEATER,FILM :

Art and expressionbrings along with it

a senseof emotionand passionthat can

never be expressed through formal

conferencesand discussions. That is why

a theatre festival is a great opportunity

to grab the attention of the public,

increase interest, expand base, and

electrify passionthrough the city. Topic

oriented events, discussionforum, film

screening, raffle, competition, games,

concertsĀthe sky is the limit!
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JOINT EVENTS WITH ALLIES:

Make the most out of it by sharing

energy,resources,support,and building on

common ground. Once you create

meaningful synergies with other groups

that share your mission and goals, the

scaleand quality of impact changes. You

can reach out to cycling groups, air

pollution groups,childrenăs

groups, environmental and social

organizations,and more. While you are

building momentumfor your cause,donăt

forget to support the good efforts of

others. For instance,if a cycling group is

celebratingsomething,go ahead and tag

along and show your support! Mutual

supportis the surestway forward.



WORKSHOPS AND EDUCATION

MAQUETTE DESIGN WORKSHOP: 

A maquette is a 3D model that can be

constructedout different materials, including

clay, wood, cardboard etc. A special feature

of creating physical models is the

collaborative aspect,where participants can

think through and work out specificelements

of the building/design process. So,go ahead

and build an actual modelof a neighborhood,

street,intersection,or an area that you would

like to redesign,and explorehow perspectives

of the living spacechanges,and so too the

design. The "Pattern Language" approach of

inclusiveplanning by ChristopherAlexander,

is a great sourceof inspiration.

COMMUNITY GROUPS +

VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS:

An important part of creating a

movement is awareness-raising,

outreach, and community building.

This is where you can offer skills

workshops and educational or

capacity building events for specific

neighborhoodsand communities. It is

an especially important tool to help

bring to focusthe needsof minorities

and vulnerable groups. Where

possible,organize volunteer programs

encouraginglocalsto participate.
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WEBINARS AND CURATED ONLINE

PROGRAMS:

Webinars and online sharing have come

into vogue. With this tool you can reach

many peoplefar beyond your geographic

area and develop a following. Online

programs allow you to invite, host, and

promote the doersand shakersof today.

Getting a good presenter will also

highlight the work of your organization.

Running a webinar seriesalsomakessure

that an ongoing dialogue can stay

relevant.

SUMMER SCHOOL, INTERNSHIPS

YOUTH EXCHANGES:

To reach out to a larger community and

interested peoples,this tool category of

providing learning and educational

opportunities for a broad target group.

There are many different themes for a

workshop series that can be offered:

primer on urban mobility, participation

and active citizenship,tactical urbanism,

civic journalism, to name just a few.

Provide youth and adults alike with

continuing education opportunities and

ways to become involved in the local

urban environment.



MEDIA & AWARENESS-RAISING
MEDIA PROMOTIONS + ONLINE/

OFFLINE PRESENCE:

Develop a media arm that is able to

promotethe public acceptanceof carfree

cities conceptsas well as related urban

sustainability issues. Your online

presencemay include communication

on your website and social media, as

well as videos,articles,news items,etc.

Offline eventscan be documentedand

placed online, while pamphlets and

print journalismmay alsobe useful.

Where possible,aim to get your letters

and articlespublishedin the newspaper,

and give interviews on radio or TV .

If you organizeevents,be sureto invite

media and to sendthem pressreleases.

Murals, installations in public spaces,

and public art are currently enjoying a

renaissancein citieseverywhere. When

ever possible, involve the local

community, students and youth and

their creativetake on mediums



MATERIALS AND RESOURCES:

Start the habit of collecting and

building up a wide body of materials

and resourcesto use in your local

work. This may involve everything

from promotional leaflets, how-to

guides, technical literature, graphics

and photos, banners, postcards,and

anything else that you can use to

supportand promoteyour work.

Advanced resources may include

things like cargo bikes, air quality

gauges, cycle/pedestrian counters,

constructionequipment for parklets,or

any materials you may need for

public demonstrationand use.
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ACTIVE MOBILITY + POLICY, SUPPORT,

ADVOCACY :

Working on advocacy involves a multi-

prongedapproach,where your organization

supports,promotes,and demandspoliciesin

your city (or region,country) that prioritizes

sustainablemobility, active modesof travel,

and human- environment- and community-

orientedurban planning.

When your efforts are directed at the

government,this will connectto policy and

creating the proper legal and physical

environmentsfor the uptake of sustainable

mobility . When your effortsare directedto

the population, this will connectto lifestyle

choices,health, savings,and more.

CLIMATE CHANGE + CARFREECITIES:

Now is the time to make the connection

between climate change and carfree cities

crystal clear! Carfree advocatesunderstand

the direct relief and actionablesolutionsthat

carfreecitiescan offer climate changeaction.

Such messagescan figure into a wide

variety of campaignsand programs.



PROJECTS, RESEARCH  AND
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION


